
  

 
Sunday, May 31 -- Crystal Whitney, Cook Public Library 
Director, and Linda Kronholm, President of the Friends 
of the Cook Public Library, presented to Trinity Council 
President, Laura Aune, a check for $4000 to thank the 
congregation for allowing the library to keep providing 
services to the community during renovations following 
the 2024 flood.  
 
It was an honor and a 
blessing for the Trinity 
family to be able to 
help out the library 
staff, community, and 
surrounding area with 
this important need. 

Trinity Lutheran Church-ELCA   Cook, Minnesota 

trinitycook.org     info@trinitycook.org 

July Star Word Prompt: How has your star word surprised you so far?  

 
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL 

July 23, 2026 
 

Served Drive-Thru or Eat-In 
4:00 - 5:30 pm (or until gone) 

 
   July’s Menu: Chicken Salad/Lettuce 
   on a Croissant, Diced Melon, Chips       
   and a Cookie.   

 

Pollinator Sunday, June 7, Deacon Kari led most of the 
congregation outside for a Blessing of the Pollinator Plot, 
located across the parking lot from the main doors. Bruce 
Garbisch and Larry Lange have been instrumental in 
tending the garden and the Sunday School children, with 
help from Jennifer Kinler & Lauren Simensen, decorated 
rocks and  placed them on the surrounding space. Check 
it out! 

(more pictures, pg. 6) 

Please Note: The Trinity Office will be closed all day on Thursday July 2. Enjoy your weekend! 

Council Update from President Laura Aune:  
"The council was approached about renting out the 
parsonage while it is not being used. We agreed to rent it 
out on a month-by-month basis, in case we have a pastoral 
candidate. We currently have a renter occupying the  
parsonage. Please feel free to reach out to any council 
member with any questions you may have".   
 
Council Members: Greg Aune, Larry Lange, Laure Maki, 
Patti Naughton, Leo Wilenius, Greg Wilson 

 
Thank You to everyone who agreed to have pictures taken 
or submitted for the new directory. Thanks to Connie 
Stone for her patience and dedication to getting the best 
images of her subjects once again. 
 
Thanks also, to Julie Horihan for doing all the background 
planning and coordination needed to complete the project. 
They hope to distribute the finished product available to 
distribute in August.  
 
If you have questions or need more information, please 
contact: Julie Horihan at 612-801-0196 
or julie@jvhcomms.com 

Thank you to Brenda Tibbetts, who has shared some fabric art of the liturgical year to brighten the hallway at Trinity. 
Her six squares were designed by the same artist who pieced the squares used in our sanctuary throughout the year. 
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Do You Like to Skip? 

 
  “If you want to be attentive to the prayer of summer, ask for help from the child who lives inside you.    
  Every age you’ve lived through still resides in your soul, thus help is never far away. Ask the child 
  within to help you remember how to live by heart. If you cannot find the child within, any child will do.   
  Ask a child for help.”   

   (Taken from The Circle of Life © 2005 by Joyce Rupp Macrina Weiderkehr. 
     Used by permission of Ave Maria Press. All rights reserved.) 

 

The above quote was taken from a section of the book titled “Praying With the Gospel of Summer” and we used it dur-
ing a Monday morning meeting of The Well. As we all pondered this, we began to share childhood memories of what it 
means to live by heart. And you could feel the energy in the room lifting. There were smiles and laughter and signs of 
contentment and beauty as we remembered.  
 
Then I asked the question, “Do you like to skip?” It was an honest question because sometimes I just feel like skipping. 
When I skip now, it isn’t as graceful as it was when I was younger. But something happens inside of my body when I 
skip. A feeling of joy and freedom fills my body. When I skip, I can’t help but smile and sometimes I start laughing.  
 
I didn’t see it, but I do know that when people left the room that day, they tried skipping. I even skipped 
down the hallway and oh, the joy I felt.  
 
How are you being “attentive to the prayer of summer”? Ask for help from the child who lives inside you 
or ask a child for help. Maybe go for a walk with them. And then share your experience with someone else. 
 
       Blessings, 
       Deacon Kari (she/her) 

Deacon Kari 
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Trinity Lutheran Church - Giving in Grace - Financial Report 

 
Regular offerings keep Trinity going; 

Thank You for continued support.  
Whether worshipping in person or 

online, TLC ministries and missions 
are dependent on faithful giving.  
If you would like to set up regular 

electronic payments contact Sue for 
more information at 218-666-5965 

or email sue@trinitycook.org. 

VancoMobile link 
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BLITZ CAMP at TRINITY!         

This one-day event on Tuesday, June 9, was led by the Northeastern 
Minnesota Synod’s Lutheran Youth Organization (LYO), youth who 
participated in leadership camp at Camp Vermilion. 
 
Extra assistance with lunch, snacks and activities was provided by 
Deacon Kari, and Trinity volunteers: Jennifer Kinler, 
Kim Marwick & Lindy Wilenius. 
 
It was a fun, busy, one day camp, with lots of energy, 
excitement, learning and good fun.  

The LYO Staff 

Snacks provided and served by: 
Jennifer Kinler and Kim Marwick 

Thanks, Ladies! 

“I just wanna be a sheep.” 

BLITZ Camp with some of the LYO group from the NE MN Synod 
Youth Leadership Camp. Lots of activities, giggles, smiles, and snacks. 
 
The LYO "counselors" led the kids in bible study, games, worship, 
and crafts. In addition to a service project, they also enjoyed "Pew 
Battleship" and "10 Steps" - favorites of the kids at Trinity! 
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Call Committee July Update 

 
How does God answer prayer........Yes!...........No!............Wait!!!........ 

At this point, God continues to place us in the "waiting" phase of calling a Pastor. 

We know that there is a fit for a Pastor to lead us in faith out there somewhere!!! 

For now, we must all exhibit patience and thank Deacon Kari for continuing to lead us during this time.   

The Call Committee continues to wait for applicants.  

Nick Nicklow -- Call Committee Chairman of Communications  

(Not a Patient Person ) 

 

 Sunday Greeters  
Is Trinity doing enough to be welcoming to all? Of course, the answer is that there is always room 
for improvement.  
 
Starting in July, the Welcoming and Reconciling in Christ team is bringing back the practice of 
greeters at the door on Sundays. Friends and acquaintances can be given informal hellos while 

there is the opportunity to meet visitors and those  you do not know. No need for a formal handshake or “receiving line.”  
 
We would like many of you to join the team in this endeavor by putting your name on the signup sheet in the Fellowship 
Hall. All you need is your smile and your name tag provided by the Welcome and Caring Committee. 
 
Consider the information that may be helpful to someone new: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Without being an “official greeter”, all of us can be alert to someone appearing new or unsure before, during and afte 
Sunday services. Take the initiative to interact, and you may have made a new friend.                                         
 
Can you think of other helpful tips? Questions? Contact any one the team: Deacon Kari, Jenifer Moberg, David Moberg, 

Julie Aune, Steve Maki, Vicki Lupica, Bruce Garbisch, Larry and Vickie Lange. 

The Generosity Challenge for July  
How many items do you own that have wheels?  (Examples: vehicles, 
tricycle, bicycles, lawn mowers, toys with wheels, etc.). Count them. 
 
What would it mean to give away 10% or purchase new that same number? 
How hard would this be to do? 
 
Who is in need of these items?  To whom or where would you go to donate 
one or more?  

Experience Community. Experience Giving. 

 
The Generosity Team has set up a table in the main entryway, looking for your 
input. They want to know what you feel is a prized possession. Write the name of 
an item, or draw a picture (or both) and let us know what you consider a prized 
possession. The display will be available for a couple of weeks; stop by on Sunday 
morning (before or after worship) or during weekly office hours to add your ideas.  

1. Guest book on the entrance table may be signed but is NOT required. 
2. Invitation to coffee hour after the service and its location. 
3. Location of restrooms in the basement and the hallway behind the Fellowship Hall. 
4. Availability of an elevator and its location. 
5. For families with young children, activity bags for use during the service are near the sanctuary doors. 
6. A Children’s Sermon is given up front after the Gospel reading for those who would like to participate. 

Parents often accompany unsure or very young ones. 
7. Sunday school is offered in the basement during the sermon.  Children return before communion and 

the closing of the service. 
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Please be sure to also check the table in the Fellowship Hall for monthly coffee list 

updates and volunteer opportunities. 
 

If you notice that we are running low on any of the supplies needed for Sunday coffee…
napkins, paper plates, coffee, coffee filters, Kool-Aid, etc., please let Leigh, Lindy or 
Beth know, and we’ll get more ordered. Thank you!  

For more information or to volunteer, please call or text:     
 

 Leigh Zika (218-780-1769) or 
 Lindy Wilenius (218-780-4644)  

   or contact the office at 218-666-5965 

Prayers for those needing healing and comfort: 
  
     Gary Groves, Ryann Lee, Shirley Cheney,     
     Verdella Musech, Hope Simpson, Augie Carstens, 
     Claire Stachovich, Tracy Rusinyak, Betty Tuuri, 
     Marilyn Jenkins, Roni Sarazine, Walter Putney, Bruce 
     & Judy Anderson.   
 Family & friends of Bill “Pete” Peterson, 
 who passed away on June 13.  
 Family & friends of Charles (Chuck) Bergman, 
 Who passed away on June 21.   
     The Call Committee as they await applications from 
       prospective candidates who will fit Trinity’s needs.   
For healing, strength and understanding for our nation, 
community, and those elsewhere who are feeling confusion, 
disruption, anger and insecurity; those facing medical test-
ing, life challenges, and difficult situations; those serving in 
the armed forces; and those seeking Jesus Christ in their 
lives. 

 

July 19  
8th Sunday after Pentecost  

Isaiah 44:6-8 
Psalm 86:11-17 
Romans 8:12-25 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

July 12  
7th Sunday after Pentecost  

Isaiah 55:10-13 
Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 

Romans 8:1-11 
Matthew 13:1-9, 12-23 

July 5  
6th Sunday after Pentecost  

Zechariah 9:9-12 
Psalm 145:8-14 

Romans 7:15-25a 
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

July 26  
9th Sunday after Pentecost  

1 Kings 3:5-12 
Psalm 119:129-136 

Romans 8:26-39 
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

JULY SUNDAY COFFEE SERVERS 
 
  7/5/26  Jeani & Randy Swenson  

  Tom Soderberg 

  7/12/26 Mickey & Ron Maki  

  Julie & Greg Aune 

  7/19/26  Nicole & Tom Hed 

  Caroline Roesch & Sully 

  7/26/26 Lorene & Mike Enzmann 

  Peggy & Marvin Pearson 

Scripture Readings 

July 2026 

Just a Reminder from WELCA: 
The Gather Bible Study group will not meet 

during the summer months. 
They plan to resume September 9, at 9:30 am. 
Contact Norma Thomas for more information. 

     Birthdays 

    3     Hendrix Smith 

           Maverick Smith 

    8     Ollie Simensen 

  10     Erin Bryson 

           Luke Cheney 

  11     Claire Stachovich 

  13     Judy McGlynn 

  16     Barb Schmidt 

  17     Brittin Lappi 

  18     Greg Wilson 

   

20     Hope Simpson 

21     Mariah Scholler 

23     Jim Enzmann 

         Marvin Pearson 

         Lindsey Stachovich 

24     June Simensen 

25      Jennifer Barr 

30      Roger Esterby 

          Jeff Pearson 

31      Laurie Chilcote 

Anniversaries 

   3     Irv & Sue Gustafson 

  7     Mark & Diane Pascuzzi 

         Bruce & Lois Garbisch 

11     Tom & Nicole Hed 

16   Tony & Amanda Pascuzzi 

18     Cody & Lacey Bixby 

30     Don & Cindy Aune 

         Tim & Beth Sprouls 

31     Brad & Michelle Arvila 

AUGUST SUNDAY COFFEE SERVERS 
 
  8/2/26  Suzie & Darren Holter 

  Arlene Jersha, Jim Aune 

  8/9/26   Reany & Steve Lindberg 

  Judy McGlynn 

8/16/26  Lacey & Cody Bixby 

  Lois & Bruce Garbisch 

8/23/26   Jane Kujala 

  Sonja & Dale Foss 

8/30/26  Nancy & Dan Reing 

  Ivette Rein & Family 

 
Celebration of Life for Paula Swanson 

Saturday, July 11, 2026 
Visitation: 1:00 pm 

Service: 2:00 pm (Inurnment to Follow) 
 

Please join family and friends 
For a light lunch following. 

 
$245.62 was 
collected for 
on Sunday, 

May 31. 
These funds were sent 
to the NE MN Synod 

for their 
Neighbor to Neighbor 

Fund. 
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Pollinators: They Need Us...and We Need Them.  
Pollinators are models for us of the gospel paradox that 
God’s power is sown in “weakness”. By caring for them, 
we pollinate an alternative way of being human for the sake 
of life. 

                       Pollinator Sunday, June 7 

Big Thanks to all those who 
helped move 25 boxes from the 
quilt room to the entry way on 
Sunday, June 14. They finished 
the transfer in no time and their 
help made it much easier and 
quicker for Deb (Thomas) Bradt 
and crew to load them  up on the 
following next morning. 
 
The boxes of 100+ quilts were 
dropped off at the Lutheran World 
Relief warehouse in South Saint 
Paul during that week. 
  Thanks, Deb! 

The Banner Fairies were back at it 
this month, working on repairing 
and planning. Thanks for all your 
hard work Sue & Norma! 
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Trinity Lutheran Church, ELCA 
P O Box 1196 
231 Second Street SE 
Cook, MN  55723 

Trinity Lutheran Church Information 

Congregational Care: Dn. Kari Olson 

Music Director: Bailey Conger 

Financial Manager/Bookkeeper: Sue Carstens 

Secretary: Beth Sprouls 

The Trinity Tribute newsletter is published monthly to keep members and friends informed 
of church programs and to report news about the Trinity Lutheran Church community. 

 
Sunday Worship 9:30 am 

 
(Holy Communion Most Sundays) 

Livestream Available on  
Facebook & YouTube 

 
Office Hours 

Mondays by appointment 

Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Phone:  218-666-5965 
Email: info@trinitycook.org 

 

Website: www.trinitycook.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/TLC.Cook.MN 

YouTube: www.youtube.com  

(Trinity Lutheran Church of Cook) 

Trinity Lutheran 
Church 

July 
2026 


