TRINITY TRIBUTE July 2026
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and grace of God shown so clearly in Jesus Christ. And through the active love and grace O L
of God, we, as a body of Christ, are called to invite, welcome, and care for all.” eueryowe
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July Star Word Prompt: How has your star word surprised you so far?

Please Note: The Trinity Office will be closed all day on Thuarsday July 2. Enjoy your weekend!

Thank you to Brenda Tibbetts, who has shared some fabric art of the liturgical year to brighten the hallway at Trinity.
Her six squares were designed by the same artist who pieced the squares used in our sanctuary throughout the year.

Council Update from President Laura Aune:

"The council was approached about renting out the
parsonage while it is not being used. We agreed to rent it
out on a month-by-month basis, in case we have a pastoral
candidate. We currently have a renter occupying the
parsonage. Please feel free to reach out to any council
member with any questions you may have".

Council Members: Greg Aune, Larry Lange, Laure Maki,
Patti Naughton, Leo Wilenius, Greg Wilson

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL
July 23, 2026

Served Drive-Thru or Eat-In
4:00 - 5:30 pm (or until gone)

July’s Menu: Chicken Salad/Lettuce
on a Croissant, Diced Melon, Chips

Community cfteal and a Cookie.
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Pollinator Sunday, June 7, Deacon Kari led most of the
congregation outside for a Blessing of the Pollinator Plot,
located across the parking lot from the main doors. Bruce
Garbisch and Larry Lange have been instrumental in
tending the garden and the Sunday School children, with
help from Jennifer Kinler & Lauren Simensen, decorated
rocks and placed them on the surrounding space. Check
it out!
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(more pictures, pg. 6)

Thank You to everyone who agreed to have pictures taken
or submitted for the new directory. Thanks to Connie
Stone for her patience and dedication to getting the best
images of her subjects once again.

Thanks also, to Julie Horihan for doing all the background
planning and coordination needed to complete the project.
They hope to distribute the finished product available to
distribute in August.

If you have questions or need more information, please
contact: Julie Horihan at 612-801-0196 4 ¢
or julie@jvhcomms.com 1
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Sunday, May 31 -- Crystal Whitney, Cook Public Library
Director, and Linda Kronholm, President of the Friends
of the Cook Public Library, presented to Trinity Council
President, Laura Aune, a check for $4000 to thank the
congregation for allowing the library to keep providing
services to the community during renovations following
the 2024 flood.

It was an honor and a
blessing for the Trinity
family to be able to
help out the library
staff, community, and |}
surrounding area with §
this important need.




Presiding Bishop Yehiel Curry has issued his second in a

series of monthly messages that continue through the end of

this year, titled “All Together in One Place.”

Each message will share a pastoral word, rooted in Scripture,

that witnesses to God's presence today, our rich theological
tradition and the social teaching that connects us.

All Together in One Place

JUNE 23, 2026
America at 250: Holding gratitude and humility

Dear church,

As we look toward the 250th anniversary of the Declara-
tion of Independence, many of us will celebrate with fire-
works, parades and barbecues. Independence Day often
brings us together with family and friends. Yet there is
more that connects us than our communal celebrations. We
are also connected through a common vision.

Signed in 1776, the Declaration of Independence pro-
claims a vision of equality for all people. While there were
other nations pushing for equality at the time, the declara-
tion was and is a monumental document in the way it
names the aspiration so boldly. As we observe and cele-
brate the 250th anniversary of that signing, we also affirm
the vision of freedom and equality it casts. We can be
grateful.

And with contrition and humility, we acknowledge all
the ways we have failed to embody that vision. As mem-
bers of this church, we are called to “pray, participate in,
and advocate for civic life in the United States that reflects
God’s activity and call, which seek both the well-being of
all people and a creation marked by justice and
peace” (ELCA social statement Faith and Civic Life, p.
89).

As Lutherans, we know the importance of naming reali-
ties for what they are. As citizens, we confess the ways we
have not yet realized the vision of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and, more importantly, as Christians we confess
the ways we have participated in or been complicit in fail-
ures to live into the vision God provides. This vision is
rooted in creation and redemption. God crafts each person
in God’s own image and sends Jesus Christ to redeem us,
setting us free to follow Christ’s new commandment to
love one another.

The history of the United States is complex, and all too
often we have fallen short of our stated values. Indigenous
peoples across this land have been forced to cede their
ancestral homes and pushed to reservations. Women and
men have been prevented from voting because of their sex
and race and spat on and jailed when they demanded their
rights. Japanese American families were interned during
World War II. Queer and transgender people’s lives are
obstructed by federal and state orders.

There is a photograph of Elizabeth Eckford, one of the
nine Black teenagers who integrated Little Rock Central
High School in Little Rock, Ark., in 1957. Books under
her arm, she faces forward as angry white people crowd
behind her. She was just trying to go to school.

Holding both the failures and the vision in our hearts
and minds, | invite us to ask ourselves, “What does it
mean to celebrate a promise that is real and yet still
unfolding? What does it mean to be a people who al-
ways live in ‘the already but not yet’?

This is a central question for us not only as we mark
the anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of
Independence but also in our daily lives as people of
faith. The prophets repeatedly remind us of the vision
God casts for all of creation, and they call us to ac-
count when, as God’s own people, we fall short.

When we fall short, we remember we are rooted in
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. We think, speak and
live out faith through God’s future. God’s future is res-
urrection. As a church, we are turned not only to the
past but to the future God is making possible right now
through us as we love and serve others.

As Lutheran Christians, we believe that God calls us
to:
« Remember our connection to each other through bap-
tism, as Scripture teaches us: “We, who are many, are
one body in Christ, and individually we are members
one of another” (Romans 12:5).

» Name sin for what it really is and to repent of it, as
the Augsburg Confession and the catechisms remind
us.

+ Serve the common good in society as “earthly
measures toward God’s intention” (Faith and Civic

Life, p. 11).

As we celebrate 250 years of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, we can hold gratitude and humility, possibil-
ities and shortcomings. We continue to live in the al-
ready and the not-yet.

And we hold fast to the most important promise of
all: the presence of God with us, the power of the res-
urrection of Christ, the accompaniment of the Holy
Spirit and the ever-unfolding grace of God.

We celebrate this occasion neither as a perfect nation
nor as a perfect church but as a people held in God’s
grace and called into community in service to all
neighbors and for the sake of the world God so loves.

In Christ.

Yanths}

The Rev. Yehiel Curry
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America




Do You Like to Skip?

“If you want to be attentive to the prayer of summer, ask for help from the child who lives inside you.

Every age you 've lived through still resides in your soul, thus help is never far away. Ask the child

within to help you remember how to live by heart. If you cannot find the child within, any child will do.
.1 Ask a child for help.”

(Taken from The Circle of Life © 2005 by Joyce Rupp Macrina Weiderkehr.
Used by permission of Ave Maria Press. All rights reserved.)

Deacon Karvi

The above quote was taken from a section of the book titled “Praying With the Gospel of Summer” and we used it dur-
ing a Monday morning meeting of The Well. As we all pondered this, we began to share childhood memories of what it
means to live by heart. And you could feel the energy in the room lifting. There were smiles and laughter and signs of
contentment and beauty as we remembered.

Then I asked the question, “Do you like to skip?” It was an honest question because sometimes I just feel like skipping.
When I skip now, it isn’t as graceful as it was when I was younger. But something happens inside of my body when I
skip. A feeling of joy and freedom fills my body. When I skip, I can’t help but smile and sometimes I start laughing.

I didn’t see it, but I do know that when people left the room that day, they tried skipping. I even skipped
down the hallway and oh, the joy I felt.

How are you being “attentive to the prayer of summer”? Ask for help from the child who lives inside you
or ask a child for help. Maybe go for a walk with them. And then share your experience with someone else.

Blessings,

Deacon Kari (she/her)

Giving in Grace
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Trinity Lutheran Church - Giving in Grace - Financial Report

General Fund 5/31/2026 2026 Budget = $301,336.92
Budgcet Receipts 825,567.20
Budget Expenditures £18,692.31 Offerings Needed
{heckbook Balance $10,458.89 Monthly = 325,111.41
Sunday = $5,794 94
Monthly Anticipated
Income May Receipts Anticipated Budget YTD Received YTD Budget
Envelope Offering s 24.780.20 $ [12.876.53
Louse Offering S 787.00 by 6,671.05
Church usage $ 525.00
Total Repular Income $ 25,567.20 2511141 ** § 120007260 % 301,336.92
Mission Support Mav paid YTD Paid
NE Synod 5 63500 § 635.00 3 L7500 3 3,175.00
VLM S 8100 S 81.00 3 40500 % 405.00
Total Mission Support ) 716.00 3 716.00 b 358000 3 3,580.00
Expenses
Educaton S 375.15 8§ 3751 S 93985 % 1,875.05
Wellness Ministry S 12,50 3 62.50
Stewardship S o0.02 % 125.00 ¥ 47096 % 625.00
Mental [Health & Wellness g 41.67 b 1446 § 208.35
Soctal Outreach Ministry S 38638 3% 166.67 £ 72195 % 83333
Worship : S 70633 8 83316 $ 434730 % 4,165.80
Church Operations S 841347 % 9.575.46 ¥ 3485482 % 47,668 95
Pastoral Salary & Bene 5 4,312.59 g 41,370.85
Congreg Carc Minister Sal & Bene  § 785596 8§ 827417 3 392197 § 22.562.95
Mise & Moving Expenses 3 146.00 § 47917 Y 25321 § 2.395.85
Total Expenses 3 18,692.31 3% 25,111.40 $ 104,602.26 3 125,348.65
May Attendance
May 3 67
10-May 87
17-May 77
24-May 100
31-May 67

Receipts for the month ABOVE budget by $455.79. Receipts, are BELOW budget for the year $5,484.45.
Expenses are BELOW budget for the month by $6,419.10. Expenses aure BELOW budget for the year $20,954.79.
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Memarials received this month in memory of:

Gary Carlson
Art Dale
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Noisy Offering

Cook Food Shelf

Social Qutreach Ministry
Pastor's Discretionary Fund
Salvation Army

Lenten Offerings

Mental Health and Wellnesss
Cook Lions Club-flood reliet
Camperships $1.000.00
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Received
5245.62

$99.00

Given by:

Norma Thomas, Lorraine Carlson

Leo & Lindy Wilenius

Submitted-YTD
S$591.03

S615.50
$1,258.41
$2,695.00

£6,231.41

Regular offerings keep Trinity going;
Thank You for continued support.
Whether worshipping in person or

online, TLC ministries and missions
are dependent on faithful giving.
If you would like to set up regular

electronic payments contact Sue for
more information at 218-666-5965
or email sue@trinitycook.org.

VancoMobile link

transferred to camperships

Submitted by Sue Carstens, Bkkp
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BLITZ CAMP at TRINITY!

This one-day event on Tuesday, June 9, was led by the Northeastern
Minnesota Synod’s Lutheran Youth Organization (LYO), youth who

participated in leadership camp at Camp Vermilion. Trinity L
. : _ . [,UTHERAN (JHURCH
Extra assistance with lunch, snacks and activities was provided by s

Deacon Kari, and Trinity volunteers: Jennifer Kinler, 40
Kim Marwick & Lindy Wilenius. .

It was a fun, busy, one day camp, with lots of energy,
excitement, learning and good fun.

- CODSWORK: CNjQ”_:"”Dé_C_%Q
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BLITZ Camp with some of the LYO group from the NE MN Synod
Youth Leadership Camp. Lots of activities, giggles, smiles, and snacks.

The LYO "counselors" led the kids in bible study, games, worship,
and crafts. In addition to a service project, they also enjoyed "Pew
Battleship" and "10 Steps" - favorites of the kids at Trinity!

Snacks provided and served by:
Jennifer Kinler and Kim Marwick
Thanks, Ladies!




Call Committee July Update

How does God answer prayer........Yes!........... Nol..ooeene Wait!!!........

At this point, God continues to place us in the "waiting" phase of calling a Pastor.
We know that there is a fit for a Pastor to lead us in faith out there somewhere!!!
For now, we must all exhibit patience and thank Deacon Kari for continuing to lead us during this time.
The Call Committee continues to wait for applicants.

Nick Nicklow -- Call Committee Chairman of Communications

(Not a Patient Person =~ )

Sunday Greeters

Is Trinity doing enough to be welcoming to all? Of course, the answer is that there is always room
for improvement.

RECONCILING IN CHRIST Starting in July, the Welcoming and Reconciling in Christ team is bringing back the practice of
greeters at the door on Sundays. Friends and acquaintances can be given informal hellos while
there is the opportunity to meet visitors and those you do not know. No need for a formal handshake or “receiving line.”

We would like many of you to join the team in this endeavor by putting your name on the signup sheet in the Fellowship
Hall. All you need is your smile and your name tag provided by the Welcome and Caring Committee.

Consider the information that may be helpful to someone new:

Guest book on the entrance table may be signed but is NOT required.

Invitation to coffee hour after the service and its location.

Location of restrooms in the basement and the hallway behind the Fellowship Hall.

Availability of an elevator and its location.

For families with young children, activity bags for use during the service are near the sanctuary doors.
A Children’s Sermon is given up front after the Gospel reading for those who would like to participate.
Parents often accompany unsure or very young ones.

7. Sunday school is offered in the basement during the sermon. Children return before communion and
the closing of the service.

RN

Without being an “official greeter”, all of us can be alert to someone appearing new or unsure before, during and afte
Sunday services. Take the initiative to interact, and you may have made a new friend.

Can you think of other helpful tips? Questions? Contact any one the team: Deacon Kari, Jenifer Moberg, David Moberg,
Julie Aune, Steve Maki, Vicki Lupica, Bruce Garbisch, Larry and Vickie Lange.

The Generosity Challenge for July

How many items do you own that have wheels? (Examples: vehicles, '
tricycle, bicycles, lawn mowers, toys with wheels, etc.). Count them. / :
What would it mean to give away 10% or purchase new that same number? '

How hard would this be to do?

Who is in need of these items? To whom or where would you go to donate
one or more?

4

Generous Together

WRITE THE NAME..OR
DRAW A PICTUREOF

Y;‘i:;;;s; YEN The Generosity Team has set up a table in the main entryway, looking for your
POSSESSION *‘f‘ :\\ input. They want to know what you feel is a prized possession. Write the name of
[@ .. = 4 anitem, or draw a picture (or both) and let us know what you consider a prized
3 1 p y p
possession. The display will be available for a couple of weeks; stop by on Sunday
<& | morning (before or after worship) or during weekly office hours to add your ideas.
SIE " . . -
ik R Experience Community. Experience Giving.
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8 Ollie Simensen

10 Erin Bryson

Birthdﬂgzs

3 Hendrix Smith
Maverick Smith

20  Hope Simpson
21  Mariah Scholler
23 Jim Enzmann

Marvin Pearson

Prayers for those needing healing and comfort: A

Gary Groves, Ryann Lee, Shirley Cheney, r’
Verdella Musech, Hope Simpson, Augie Carstens,
Claire Stachovich, Tracy Rusinyak, Betty Tuuri,
Marilyn Jenkins, Roni Sarazine, Walter Putney, Bruce
& Judy Anderson.
Family & friends of Bill “Pete” Peterson,
who passed away on June 13.
Family & friends of Charles (Chuck) Bergman,
Who passed away on June 21.
The Call Committee as they await applications from
prospective candidates who will fit Trinity’s needs.
For healing, strength and understanding for our nation,
community, and those elsewhere who are feeling confusion,
disruption, anger and insecurity; those facing medical test-
ing, life challenges, and difficult situations; those serving in
the armed forces; and those seeking Jesus Christ in their

Luke Cheney Lindsey Stachovich
11 Claire Stachovich 24  June Simensen
13 Judy McGlynn 25  Jennifer Barr
16 Barb Schmidt 30 Roger Esterby
17  Brittin Lappi Jeff Pearson
18  Greg Wilson 31  Laurie Chilcote
Anniversaries
d $245.62 was
3 Irv & Sue Gustafson ; S collected for
. . ‘%@%; Sunday,
7  Mark & Diane Pascuzzi oy Orﬁ/lal;ng' fy

Bruce & Lois Garbisch
11 Tom & Nicole Hed
16 Tony & Amanda Pascuzzi
18 Cody & Lacey Bixby
30 Don & Cindy Aune
Tim & Beth Sprouls
31 Brad & Michelle Arvila

These funds were sent
to the NE MN Synod
for their
Neighbor to Neighbor
Fund.

lives.

Please join family and friends E
For a light lunch following. 1

Celebration of Life for Paula Swanson
Saturday, July 11, 2026
Visitation: 1:00 pm
Service: 2:00 pm (Inurnment to Follow)

W

Just a Reminder from WELCA:

The Gather Bible Study group will not meet
during the summer months.
They plan to resume September 9, at 9:30 am.
Contact Norma Thomas for more information.

Scripture Readings
July 2026

Please be sure to also check the table in the Fellowship Hall for monthly coffee list
updates and volunteer opportunities.

If you notice that we are running low on any of the supplies needed for Sunday coffee...
napkins, paper plates, coffee, coffee filters, Kool-Aid, etc., please let Leigh, Lindy or
Beth know, and we’ll get more ordered. Thank you!

For more information or to volunteer, please call or text:
Leigh Zika (218-780-1769) or
Lindy Wilenius (218-780-4644)
or contact the office at 218-666-5965

July 5
6th Sunday after Pentecost
Zechariah 9:9-12
Psalm 145:8-14
Romans 7:15-25a
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

July 12
7th Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 55:10-13
Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13
Romans 8:1-11
Matthew 13:1-9, 12-23

o e
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JULY SUNDAY COFFEE SERVERS

7/5/26

7/12/26

7/19/26

7/26/26

Jeani & Randy Swenson
Tom Soderberg

Mickey & Ron Maki
Julie & Greg Aune
Nicole & Tom Hed
Caroline Roesch & Sully
Lorene & Mike Enzmann
Peggy & Marvin Pearson

AUGUST SUNDAY COFFEE SERVERS

8/2/26

8/9/26

8/16/26

8/23/26

8/30/26

Suzie & Darren Holter
Arlene Jersha, Jim Aune
Reany & Steve Lindberg
Judy McGlynn

Lacey & Cody Bixby
Lois & Bruce Garbisch
Jane Kujala

Sonja & Dale Foss
Nancy & Dan Reing
Ivette Rein & Family

July 19
8th Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 44:6-8
Psalm 86:11-17
Romans 8:12-25

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

July 26
9th Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 3:5-12
Psalm 119:129-136
Romans 8:26-39
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52




an i Big Thanks to all those who
helped move 25 boxes from the

v v v quilt room to the entry way on
E‘I’% 5‘]}% v Sunday, June 14. They finished
w {L"J {‘IIJ the transfer in no time and their

help made it much easier and

God'’s work. Our hands. quicker for Deb (Thomas) Bradt
s : and crew to load them up on the
E, following next morning.

The boxes of 100+ quilts were
dropped off at the Lutheran World
Relief warehouse in South Saint
Paul during that week.

Thanks, Deb!

The Banner Fairies were back at it
this month, working on repairing
and planning. Thanks for all your
hard work Sue & Norma!

Pollinators: They Need Us...and We Need Them. /’

Pollinators are models for us of the gospel paradox that
God’s power is sown in “weakness”. By caring for them,
we pollinate an alternative way of being human for the sake
of life.




Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday
1 2 3 4
CHURCH OFFICE
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
CLOSED
Independence Day
Observed
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
_ m\ﬂ
Worship 9:30 am CHURCH OFFICE Celebration
w/communion CLOSED Bible Study 9:30 am CHURCH OFFICE of Life for Pourda
CLOSED S
The Well Nfectinia 1
WILL NOT MEET | et
AA, Al-Anon 6:30pm AR P
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Worship 9:30 am CHURCH OFFICE National Hot Dog CHURCH OFFICE
w/communion CLOSED Bible Study 9:30 am Day CLOSED
Generosity Sunday
The Well ﬂ»\l‘
WILL NOT MEET
AA, Al-Anon 6:30pm
19 20 21, 22 23 24 25
Worship 9:30 am CHURCH OFFICE CHURCH OFFICE
w/communion CLOSED Bible Study 9:30 am CLOSED
Council Meeting Community Meal
11:00 am The Well 4 - 5:30 pm
WILL NOT MEET
AA, Al-Anon 6:30pm
26 27 28 29 30 31
Worship 9:30 am CHURCH OFFICE | Bible Study 9:30 am CHURCH OFFICE
w/communion CLOSED CLOSED
NEWSLETTER
The Well DEADLINE Noon

AA, Al-Anon 6:30pm

WILL NOT MEET




Trinity Lutheran Church, ELCA

P O Box 1196 o
231 Second Street SE

Cook, MN 55723

TRINITY
TRIBUTE

Trinity Lutheran Church Information

Congregational Care: Dn. Kari Olson
Music Director: Bailey Conger

Secretary: Beth Sprouls

Trinity Lutheran i
Chureh

Financial Manager/Bookkeeper. Sue Carstens

Sunday Worship 9:30 am
(Holy Communion Most Sundays)
Livestream Available on
Facebook & YouTube

Office Hours
Mondays by appointment
Tuesday - Thursday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Phone: 218-666-5965
Email: info@trinitycook.org

Website: www.trinitycook.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TLC.Cook.MN
YouTube: www.youtube.com
(Trinity Lutheran Church of Cook)

The Trinity Tribute newsletter is published monthly to keep members and friends informed
of church programs and to report news about the Trinity Lutheran Church community.
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